434          FARTHER ACCOUNT OF THE

the 29th of July, 1593 ; the same year, in which ap-
peared the first heir of Shakspeare's invention.

callings; for which respect especial care is to be had of those two
universities, that all means may^be used to further the bringing
up of the youth that are bestovija there in all good learning, civil
education", and honest means, whereby the state and common
wealth may hereafter receive great good. And like causes to be
used, that all such things as may illure and intice them to lewd-
ness, folly and vicious manners, whereunto, the corruption of
man's nature is more inclined, may in no wise be used or prac-
tised, in those places, that are schools of learning and good nur-
ture. We therefore as councellors of state to her Majesty, amongst
other things concerning the good government of this realm, can-
not but have a more especial regard of these principal places,
being the fountain from whence learning and education doth flow,
and so is derived into all other parts of the realm. And for that
cause understanding, that common players do ordinarily resort to
the university of Cambridge, there to recite interludes and plays,
some of them being full of lewd example and most of vanity, be-
sides the gathering together of multitudes of people, whereby is
great occasion also of divers other inconveniences. Wee have
thought good to require you the Vice Chancellor with the assist-
ance of the heads of the colleges, to take special order that here-
. after there may be no plays or interludes of common players be
used or set forth either in the university, or in any place within
the compass of five miles, and especially in the town of Chester-
ton being a village on the water side, nor any shows of unlawful
games that are forbidden by the statutes of this realm. And for
the better execution hereof you shall communicate these our let-
ters to the mayor or mayors of the town of Cambridge for the time
being, with the rest of the justices of the peace, within five miles
of the said town, and that no other justices may give license to the
contrary, who shall likewise by virtue hereof be required as well
as you to see the tenor of these our letters, put in due execution,
every one of you in your several jurisdictions. Moreover because
we are informed, that there are divers inmates received into sundry
houses in the town, whereby the-town doth grow over burthened
with people, being a thing dangerous in this time of infection, and
that causeth the prices of victuals and all other things to be raised,
and doth breed divers other inconveniences: You shall likewise,
by virtue hereof if your own authority be not sufficient by your
charter, confer with the mayor of the said town of Cambridge of
the means, and to put the same in execution how this disorder
may be redressed, and to foresee hereafter that the same be in no
ways suffered. Lastly, where [as] the fair of Stourbridge is at
hand, which is kept a mile out of the town, in respect of the great
infection and visitation of the sickness in London at this present;
you the vice chancellor* shall give order as directed from us, to the